The Ancient Worlds of Asia
"May your divinity be immortal!" or "May Ahuramazda grant your desires!" Only then could he address his request to the monarch.
The palace had hundreds of rooms. It was the central seat of government of the empire with its divans, or ministries, where bureaucracy was as rife as it is today. The number, names and organisation of these ministries are unknown, but we have the various seals of the Privy Council, the Ministries of Justice and Finance and the Ministry responsible for nominations to offices and titles. We can assume that there were also divans for military affairs, the Mint, the Post, the Crown Lands and others.
The king's suite consisted of a number of dignitaries: the Grand Steward, the Grand Master of Ceremonies and the Keeper of the Curtain, the stewards of the palace, the wine-stewards, the cup-bearers and the chefs, the chamberlains, the Grand Falconer, and the Master of the Horse. The bodyguard, under the Captain of the sentries, protected and accompanied the king. The bodyguard commander was one of the most influential court officials and one of those closest to the king. When the king mounted horse, the bodyguard stood in two ranks wearing breast-plate, helmet, sword and buckler and carrying a lance. As the king passed by, each officer of the guard raised his buckler so that it touched the edge of the royal saddle and then bowed his head until his forehead touched the buckler.
There was, however, another important body of men at the Sassanian court. These were the astrologers and soothsayers. When a prince was born all the astrologers of the court had to devise a horoscope. Before any important step was taken the astrologers and soothsayers were always consulted. The former exorcised demons according to a very complicated ritual. Chosroes II called together his three hundred and sixty soothsayers, astrologers and magicians to find the most propitious date for the building of a causeway across the Tigris. The project failed, however, and a great many of them paid for it with their lives. There was also a body of doctors attached to the court, and a body of poets. A quotation ^.t the end of this
94e. He then bowed, with his arms raised or crossed over his breast. When invited to speak he had to preface his words with conventional wishes such as
